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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

RFL lameness, bilateral HL atrophy since may 2023 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORACIC LIMBS AND PELVIC LIMBS 
  
Orthogonal views of the thoracic limbs and pelvic limbs are provided for review, totaling 5 
images. One ventrodorsal view of the pelvis, two lateral view focus on elbow joints, two 
caudocranial views focus on elbow joints.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

PELVIS 

The coxofemoral joints are luxated bilaterally. The acetabula have shallow appearance.  

Otherwise, normal pelvic bones.  

No traumatic or aggressive osseous lesions. 

No asymmetric soft tissue swelling identified.  
 
THORACIC LIMBS (Elbow joints) 
  
A small rounded patchy medullary sclerosis is seen centered in the left proximal radius.  
 
The humeroulnar and humeroradial joints are normal. 
  
The antebrachial, carpal and metacarpal joints are normal. 
    
The distal humerus, radius and ulna are unremarkable.  
  
No traumatic osseous lesions. 
 
A semicircular, regular contour, subcutaneous soft tissue mass effect is surrounding the 
olecranon tuber, bilaterally (> right side). 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Bilateral coxofemoral luxation is correlated to hip dysplasia. 
 

• A small patchy focal medullary sclerosis at the left proximal radius - differential diagnosis is 
panosteitis, less likely summation artifact.  
 

• Normal elbow joint. 
 

• Semicircular subcutaneous soft tissue mass effect within the olecranon tuber - differential 
diagnosis includes hygroma (inflammatory subcutaneous/skin lesion, > right side. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bilateral coxofemoral hip dysplasia. There is no evidence of elbow joint disease.  Consider as a 
differential diagnosis a soft tissue sprain or strain injury and panosteitis. Hygroma is usually not 
painful. If the lameness of the thoracic limbs persists after conservative therapeutic management 
with anti-inflammatory and pain medication, a computed tomography of the elbows is suggested 
due to the high sensibility of this modality in comparison the radiographic exam.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by 
the referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that 
was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


