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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

New grade V/VI left apical regurgitant murmur noted 6/14/23, was not heard at exam 3/24/23 or any 
time previously. Persists through exam 7/10/23. Pt has no clinical signs of heart disease. Was on Taste 
of the Wild and is now on Fromm.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        ALT 395, doubled from last year ALP 176, doubled from last 
year BNP 912, no baseline available 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  
  
Orthogonal views of the thorax are provided for review totaling three images. One right lateral, one 
left lateral and one ventrodorsal view.  
  
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  
  
The thoracic trachea is normal. 
  
The cardiac silhouette spans approximately 65% of the thoracic width, 3.5 intercostal spaces showing 
mild overall enlargement. (VHS = 11.0). There is mild convexity at the left caudodorsal shape and 
contour. (VLAS = 2.0). The pulmonary vessels are normal. 
 
The pulmonary parenchyma and pulmonary volume of expansion are normal. 
 
Mild esophageal intraluminal gas retention is seen, incidental. 
  
The pleural space and mediastinum are normal.  
  
The diaphragm is normal. 
  
The collimated abdomen is unremarkable. 
  
The musculoskeletal structures are unremarkable.  
  
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

  
• Mild overall cardiac enlargement and left atrial enlargement. Compensate status. 
• Otherwise, normal thorax. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mild overall cardiac enlargement with left atrial enlargement is correlated to the patient's history 
and indicates compensatory status. The left atrial enlargement is likely a sequela to myxomatous mitral 
valve degeneration and secondary valve insufficiency. The vertebral left atrial size (VLAS) is still within 
normal range. A vertebral left atrial size of more than 2.3–2.5 can be used as an indicator of more 
advanced left atrial enlargement. An echocardiogram and EKG exam may be useful for further 
evaluation of cardiac function. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


