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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Newly adopted, elbow bows out 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        R/O elbow arthritis 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORACIC LIMBS – ELBOW JOINTS  
 
Lateral views of the thoracic limbs – elbow joints are provided for review, totaling 2 images. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

RIGHT ELBOW  

Moderate periarticular ossification formations are present involving the proximal radius and distal 
humerus, and periarticular margins of the elbow joint. 

Irregularity and loss of definition of the medial coronoid process contour. 

Subchondral sclerosis of the ulnar semilunar notch with focal remodeling changes. 

Mild articular incongruence. 

Enthesophytosis noted at the region of the flexor ligament insertion. 

LEFT ELBOW   

Medial coronoid process contour appears preserved. 

No evidence of incongruency. 

Mild periarticular osteophytosis at the radial epiphysis. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  

• Bilateral elbow joint disease, right side more severely affected.  
• Radiographic findings on the right elbow are consistent with indirect signs of elbow 

incongruency, medial coronoid process disease (MCPD), dysplasia with secondary 
osteoarthritis. The left elbow shows early-stage degenerative joint changes with preserved 
coronoid contour. 
 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Bilateral elbow joint disease, right side more severely affected. Radiographic findings on the right 
elbow are consistent with indirect signs of medial coronoid process disease (MCPD) and elbow 
dysplasia with secondary osteoarthritis. The left elbow shows early-stage degenerative joint changes 
with preserved coronoid contour. 
Conservative osteoarthritis management and orthopedic consultation are suggested. 
 
If clinically indicated, CT of the elbows would provide a more complete assessment of the medial 
coronoid process, degree of incongruence, and severity of medial compartment disease.  
 
TECHNICAL COMMENTS  
 
Only lateral views were provided for evaluation. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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