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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

The patient has been presenting with vomiting for four days; the owner also reports that the patient 
was fed pork bones four days ago. Radiographs are performed, and symptomatic medication is 
administered. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF ABDOMEN  

Orthogonal views of the abdomen are available for review totaling 3 images. One ventrodorsal view, 
one right lateral and one left lateral view. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

The stomach is empty with mild gas content, normal position.  
 
The small intestines are normally distributed, of normal diameter, contain a moderate amount of gas, 
and mildly homogeneous soft tissue fluid material. No evidence of punching or plication.  

  
No evidence of radiopaque gastrointestinal foreign material or mechanical obstruction. 

  
The descending colon contains a moderate amount of heterogeneous opacity fecal material with 
discrete mineral foci content.  
 
The liver, renal silhouettes and spleen are normal in size, shape, and contour. 

  
The urinary bladder is moderately filled with the apex in the plane of cranial L7 and is homogenously 
soft tissue opaque.  

  
The abdominal serosal detail is normal; no mass effect is identified. 
 
The patient has eight lumbar vertebral bodies. L1-8.  
 
The stomach is empty to mildly gas-filled and is in normal position. No gastric distension is identified. 
 
The duodenum and small intestines are normally distributed and within normal diameter limits, 
containing a mild to moderate amount of gas and mildly homogeneous fluid/soft tissue opaque 
content.  
 
No evidence radiopaque foreign material, plication or mechanical small intestinal obstruction is 
identified 
 
The descending colon contains a moderate amount of heterogeneous fecal material with small 
associated mineral opaque foci, compatible with ingested mineralized content. 
 
The liver, spleen, and renal silhouettes are within expected radiographic limits for size, shape, and 
opacity. 
 
The urinary bladder is moderately distended with homogeneous soft tissue opacity content and is in 
normal position. 
 
Abdominal serosal detail is preserved. No evidence of abdominal mass effect or free abdominal 
effusion is identified. 
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There are eight lumbar vertebral bodies (L1–L8), consistent with a supranumerary lumbar vertebra. 
 
No abnormalities are detected in the collimated thoracic portion. 
  
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  

• Normal radiographic abdomen. 
• No radiographic evidence of gastrointestinal obstruction or radiopaque foreign body. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

No radiographic evidence of mechanical gastrointestinal obstruction or perforation is identified at this 
time. Consider as unspecific gastroenteritis as potential differential diagnosis.  

If vomiting persists or worsens, repeat abdominal imaging and/or abdominal ultrasonography is 
recommended for further evaluation. 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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