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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Went full speed into owner's leg while playing with the other dog in the house. Came up lame. 
Diagnosed with fracture at e-clinic and limb was splinted. Splint fell off. These x-rays were obtained 7 
days after the initial fracture was diagnosed. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE STIFLE JOINTS 
 
Radiographs of stifle joints in two imaging planes are provided for review totaling 2 images. One lateral 
view of the left stifle joint. One craniocaudal view of the stifle joints.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

LEFT STIFLE 
 
A mildly indistinct fracture line is identified within the distal femoral metaphysis, extending to the 
physis, consistent with a Salter-Harris type II fracture configuration. Alignment of the fracture 
fragments is maintained, without significant displacement or angulation.  
 
The distal femoral articular surface appears intact. 
 
Mild periarticular soft tissue swelling/joint effusion is suspected within the left stifle joint. 
 
The patella is normally positioned. 
 
RIGHT STIFLE 
 
No radiographic abnormality identified. Patellar position is within normal limits.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Minimally displaced distal femoral physeal fracture of the left femur (Salter-Harris type II 
configuration) 

• Mild associated left stifle periarticular soft tissue swelling/joint effusion. 
• No radiographic abnormality identified in the right stifle. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

The fracture margins appear mildly indistinct, compatible with changes approximately 7 days following 
injury.  
 
An orthopedic consultation and serial radiographic follow-up are recommended to monitor healing and 
physeal alignment during skeletal maturation. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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