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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Owner reports Left front seems to be stiff when walking and occasionally P cries in pain when picked 
up. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        unremarkable labs 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORACIC LIMBS 
 
Two CT series of the thoracic limbs are provided for review. Two pre- post-contrast series, bone 
algorithm, focus on shoulder.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

  
LEFT THORACIC LIMB 

  
A short in length oblique discontinuity fracture is seen in the caudal border of the scapula. It causes 
mild misalignment. The fracture margins are remodeled to a smooth and round contour, with mild 
periosteal reaction adjacently. 
 
The shoulder joint is congruent.  
 
The humerus is unremarkable. 
 
RIGHT THORACIC LIMB 

  
A short in length oblique discontinuity fracture is seen in the caudal border of the scapula. It causes 
mild misalignment. The fracture margins are remodeled to a smooth and round contour, with mild to 
moderate periosteal reaction adjacently. 
 
The shoulder joint is congruent.  
 
The humerus is unremarkable. 
 
On the edge of the collimated thorax exam, there is mild deformation and focal periosteal reaction in 
the 5th and 6th left ribs, close to the costochondral junction. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

  

• Bilateral old scapulae fractures, with mild misalignment, and adjacent periosteal reaction, without 
shoulder joint involvement. 

• Focal periosteal reaction in the costochondral junction of the 5th and 6th left rib, healing fracture, 
mild displace. 

  
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

  
The tomographic findings indicate old trauma with small consequent fractures in the scapulae and 5th 
and 6th ribs. The rib fractures cause mild displacement. These findings can explain the clinical signs. The 
scapula fractures are in the bridging and healing process, without displacement between the segments. 
A conservative therapy is suggested, in association with anti-inflammatory drugs, pain medication, and 
physical therapy. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 
 

  
 
 

 


