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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

painful on extension of the right front leg. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORACIC LIMBS – SHOULDER JOINTS 
  
Pre- and post-contrast CT examination of the thoracic limbs, including shoulder joints. Four series 
were reviewed: two pre-contrast series (bone and soft tissue algorithms), one post-contrast soft tissue 
series, and one additional pre-contrast head series (not evaluated). 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
RIGHT THORACIC LIMB 
  
The scapulohumeral joint is unremarkable with no evidence of joint effusion. 
 
The periarticular musculature and surrounding soft tissues are normal in volume and attenuation, with 
no abnormal contrast enhancement or mass effect. 
 
Symmetry is preserved compared to the contralateral limb. 
 
The scapula and humerus demonstrate normal cortical and medullary architecture. 
 
The humeroradial and humeroulnar joints are within normal limits. 
 
No evidence of traumatic osseous or aggressive bone lesions. 
 
LEFT THORACIC LIMB 
 
The scapulohumeral joint is unremarkable with no evidence of joint effusion. 
 
The periarticular musculature and surrounding soft tissues are normal in volume and attenuation, with 
no abnormal contrast enhancement or mass effect. 
 
Symmetry is preserved compared to the contralateral limb. 
 
The scapula and humerus demonstrate normal cortical and medullary architecture. 
 
The humeroradial and humeroulnar joints are within normal limits. 
 
No evidence of traumatic osseous or aggressive bone lesions. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
  

• No CT evidence of osseous, articular, or soft tissue abnormalities affecting the thoracic limbs 
or shoulder joints. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
The current CT study does not identify structural abnormalities to explain the reported pain on 
extension of the right thoracic limb. 
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Given the normal tomographic findings, differentials to consider include soft tissue or functional 
conditions not readily detectable on CT, such as subtle tendinopathy/ligamentous injury, or neurologic 
causes. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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