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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Diagnosed at ER 10 days ago with bronchitis and suspected lung fibrosis  
• Recheck x-rays post antibiotic therapy while on steroid 
• Clinical signs have improved but patient still seems lethargic 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  

Orthogonal views of the thorax are available for review totaling three images. One ventrodorsal view. 
One right lateral view. One left lateral view.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  
  
The thoracic trachea is normal in diameter and position. The esophagus is unremarkable. 
 
A mild diffuse bronchointerstitial pulmonary pattern is present. On the lateral projection, the 
examination appears to have been acquired during expiration, with relative subinflation of the caudal 
lung lobes, contributing to a more conspicuous diffuse interstitial pulmonary opacity. 
 
No focal alveolar pulmonary opacity is identified. No pulmonary soft tissue nodules or masses are 
seen.  
 
Pulmonary vessels are within normal limits. 
 
The cardiac silhouette is within normal limits in size and contour, spanning approximately 50% of the 
thoracic width and approximately 3.0 intercostal spaces (VHS = 11.0), which is considered within 
expected limits for this breed type. 
 
The pleural space and mediastinum are unremarkable. 
 
The diaphragm, ribs, and thoracic wall are within normal limits. 
 
Multifocal incomplete bridging spondylosis deformans is present along the thoracic vertebral 
endplates. 
 
The visible cranial abdomen is unremarkable.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

  
• Mild diffuse bronchointerstitial pulmonary pattern. 
• No evidence of focal pneumonia or pulmonary mass. 
• Mild multifocal thoracic spondylosis deformans. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

The current thoracic radiographs show only a mild diffuse bronchointerstitial pulmonary pattern, 
without evidence of focal alveolar infiltrates or other radiographic signs of active severe pulmonary 
disease. The apparent mild increase in interstitial opacity is at least partially accentuated by expiratory 
phase imaging and relative caudal pulmonary underinflation on the lateral projection. 

Other differential diagnosis for the bronchointerstitial pulmonary pattern includes mild chronic 
bronchitis, mild lower inflammatory airway disease, or mild infectious/inflammatory bronchial disease. 
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Radiographic evaluation has limited sensitivity for the definitive diagnosis of pulmonary fibrosis.  

 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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