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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Lethargy began 4 days ago, acute soft fluctuant swelling at ventral neck that resolved, but patient 
remains lethargic and is having a huffing cough . Eating soft food normally but stopped wanting to eat 
dry foods.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        No CBC/Chem performed, PE showed concern for firm 
swelling at ventral neck with no pain on palpation, lymph nodes WNL; concern for unusual tissue 
changes at retropharyngeal area based on radiographs 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE CERVICAL SOFT TISSUE AND THORAX  
 
Orthogonal views of the cervical soft tissue structures and thorax are available for review totaling 6 
images. Three lateral views of focus on cervical soft tissue, one ventral dorsal view of the thorax, and 
one right lateral and one left lateral views of the thorax. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

CERVICAL SOFT TISSUE 
 
The ventral cervical soft tissue is normal. 
 
The nasopharynx and pharynx are normal.  
 
The luminal diameter and position of the trachea are normal. 
 
No evidence of mass effect, or abnormal swelling. 
  
THORAX 
  
The trachea is normal. 
 
The cardiac silhouette, pulmonary vasculature, and parenchyma are normal. 
 
The pleural space and mediastinum are normal. 
 
No evidence of soft tissue opaque pulmonary nodules or abnormal intrathoracic lymph nodes. 
 
The thoracic wall and ribs are normal. 
 
The  collimated musculoskeletal structures are unremarkable.  
  
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal thorax 

• Normal cervical structures. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

No evidence of radiographic findings to be correlated to the clinical signs. No evidence of abnormal 
mass effect or swelling in the cervical region. The cervical views are mildly oblique, a soft tissue ear 
and collar/muzzle band are causing a summation artifact, and this could mimic an abnormal change 
and correlate to previous reported concern. No mass effect or signs of enlarged lymph nodes.   
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A cervical ultrasound is suggested for further evaluation if any volume increase in the cervical region 
appears again. 

The absence of thoracic radiographic abnormalities does not exclude acute infectious or 
inflammatory tracheitis/bronchitis. As most affected patients appear radiographically normal and this 
is often a diagnosis of exclusion. If signs do not respond adequately to treatment, repeat thoracic 
radiographs in 3 to 5 days could be considered to reassess the lungs. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


