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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
My own dog, seemed a bit lethargic this am, and vomited her food. Then tried to eat it! So likely is fine 
history of pancreatitis, had mitral insufficiency B1 on gabapentin 100 mg BID and meloxicam 5 pound 
dose SID and soloxine 0.2 BID 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        crepitus bilateral stifles (had right stifle surgically repaired 
for luxating patella and CCL injury) temp 100.2 , HR 108 grade 2/6 systolic murmur 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THORAX AND ABDOMEN  

Orthogonal views of the thorax and abdomen (whole-body) are available for review totaling 3 images. 
One ventrodorsal view, one right lateral and one left lateral view. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

ABDOMEN 
 
The stomach contains a moderate amount of gas admixed with heterogeneous soft tissue opaque 
ingesta material, which redistributes with the patient position. 
 
The small intestines are loosely coiled, mildly distended in diameter, contain mixed content with gas, 
homogenous soft tissue opaque fluid material, and a few heterogeneous soft tissue material.  No 
evidence of mechanical obstruction.  
 
The ileocolic junction is filled with gas and heterogeneous soft tissue fecal material, normal position. 

  
The colon contains a moderate amount of heterogeneous fecal material admixed with gas. The 
descending colon is mildly undulated in contour.  

  
The liver and spleen are normal in size, shape, and contour. 
 
The left renal silhouette is normal in size and shape. The right renal silhouette is not clearly visible 
(incidental). The retroperitoneal space is normal. 

  
The urinary bladder is empty. 

  
The abdominal serosal detail is normal. 
 
THORAX 
  
The thoracic trachea is normal. 
 
The cardiac silhouette and pulmonary vasculature are normal. On the VD view, the cardiac silhouette 
and mediastinum are shifted to the left hemithorax, because of mildly obliquity. (VHS = 10.8, VLAS= 
2.0) 
 
A mild diffuse unstructured pulmonary pattern is seen with reduced lung volume expansion.  
 
The pleural space is normal. 
 
No evidence of soft tissue opaque pulmonary nodules or abnormal intrathoracic lymph nodes. 
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The thoracic wall and ribs are normal. 
 
On the edge of the right lateral view, a small metallic implant is seen superimposed with the right 
proximal tibia, and patellar apical periarticular ossification. 
 
The other musculoskeletal structures are unremarkable.  

  
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Abnormal intestinal distention, and mild irregular descending colon wall contour. The differential 
diagnosis includes a nonobstructive gastroenteritis and colitis, inflammatory or dietary 
indiscretion. 

• Post-prandial stomach, differential diagnosis includes gastric ileus. 
• No evidence of mechanical gastrointestinal obstruction. 
• Otherwise, normal abdomen. 
• The mild pulmonary unstructured interstitial pattern is probably correlated to expiratory phase, 

mild passive atelectasis.  
• Normal heart and pulmonary vasculature.  
• Previous right-side stifle surgery and mild secondary osteoarthritis. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The differential diagnosis of the mild generalized gastrointestinal dilatation includes nonobstructive 
gastroenteritis, colitis, and functional ileus. Mild concurrent pancreatitis is not completely excluded 
from the differential diagnosis. Inflammatory intestinal disease and alimentary round cell neoplasia 
are unlikely differentials. Recommend supportive care and repeat abdominal imaging, ultrasound, or 
radiographs, if patient fails to improve or worsens. An abdominal ultrasound may be useful to evaluate 
the gastrointestinal tract, including gastrointestinal wall layering and thickness. Also, for better 
analysis of the right kidney. 
 
Normal heart size, differential diagnosis includes a cardiac disease at a stage not producing secondary 
radiographic changes. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


