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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Collapsed this morning 
• Labored breathing 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  

A single right lateral thoracic radiograph is provided for evaluation. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  
  
The thoracic trachea is in normal position and demonstrates normal luminal diameter. 
 
The esophagus is unremarkable. 
 
There is a mild, diffuse, unstructured interstitial pulmonary pattern. The study appears to have been 
acquired during expiration, which may contribute to the apparent pulmonary opacity. 
 
The cardiac silhouette is within normal limits in size and shape (VHS* = 11.0, which may be within 
normal limits for this thoracic conformation; VLAS = 1.8), spanning approximately 3.0 intercostal 
spaces. 
 
The pulmonary vessels are within normal limits in size and distribution. 
 
The pleural space and mediastinum are unremarkable. 
 
The ribs, thoracic wall, sternum, vertebral column, and diaphragm are within normal limits.  
 
The included cranial abdomen is unremarkable. 

  
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 
• Mild diffuse unstructured interstitial pulmonary pattern, likely influenced by expiratory phase 

imaging. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

The mild diffuse interstitial pulmonary pattern is nonspecific and may be attributable to expiratory 
phase acquisition. However, early or mild pulmonary disease (e.g., interstitial pneumonia) cannot be 
entirely excluded based on a single view. 

Importantly, no radiographic evidence of cardiogenic disease, severe pleural effusion or overt 
structural thoracic abnormalities is identified to explain the acute clinical signs. 

Consider obtaining a complete three-view thoracic study, provided the patient’s respiratory condition 
is stable enough to tolerate the procedure without inducing significant distress. 
 
*VHS: Vertebral Heart Score; VLAS: Vertebral Left Atrial Size. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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