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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History of heart failure, had a Echo done in november of 2022 by intrapet through sonopath.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  
 
Orthogonal views of the radiographs of the thorax are provided for review. One right lateral, one left 
lateral, and one ventral dorsal view.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Enlargement of the cardiac silhouette is noted and dorsally displaces the trachea to near parallel the 
spine and spanning nearly 80% of the thoracic width, severely convex in basilar and moderately 
convex in apical contour. (VHS = 9.5) Enlargement of the pulmonary veins is noted. 

A diffuse unstructured interstitial pattern within all lung lobes is seen as well as mild patchy alveolar 
infiltrates.  

A small amount of soft tissue opaque fluid within the pleural space forming thin pleural fissure lines is 
seen. 

The mediastinum is normal. 

The diaphragm is normal. 

On the collimated abdomen: 

The caudoventral margins of the hepatic silhouette are mildly elongated and convex in the peripheral 
contour. 

The cranial abdominal serosal detail is reduced, and a small amount of soft tissue opaque fluid is 
within the peritoneal space interdigitated with fat stores. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  

• Severe cardiomegaly, pulmonary vein congestion, and signs of mild cardiogenic pulmonary edema 
indicate decompensated cardiac disease.  

• Scant pleural effusion and mild peritoneal effusion. 
• Mild generalized hepatic enlargement, congestion, or secondary to metabolic, inflammatory, or 

infiltrative disease. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
In comparison with the Echo on 11.14.22, a progression of the cardiac disease occurred. The vein 
congestion, signs of mild cardiogenic pulmonary edema, and mild bicavitary effusion indicate 
decompensated cardiac disease. The differential diagnosis of cardiomegaly is correlated to unclassified 
cardiomyopathy previously diagnosed by Echo. Following stabilization of the patient and treatment for 
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congestive heart failure, recheck radiographs with or without new echocardiography, and EKG exams 
may be useful in further evaluation of response to therapy and cardiac function. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


