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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• 2m hx lameness LHL, now also RHL 
• Worse after exercise 
• Radiographs 08/01 Radiology Interpretation: mild effusion build-up bilateral in both stifles; 

hip changes on the right hip shallower acetabulum; no obvious OA changes; no patella 
movement; -ve ortelani test bilaterally 

• OR only minor improvement on metacam/rest 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        WNL 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS AND STIFLE JOINTS  
  
A pre-and post-contrast CT study of the pelvis and stifle joints is provided for review totaling 2 series. 
Both transverse, bone and soft tissue algorithm. 
  
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
PELVIS 

The right coxofemoral joint is incongruent. The right femoral neck appears mildly thickened compared 
to the contralateral side.  

The left coxofemoral joint is congruent, with normal acetabular depth and femoral head coverage.  

The pelvic bones demonstrate normal size, shape, and attenuation. 

The sacroiliac joints are congruent and unremarkable. 

The adjacent pelvic musculature is symmetrical, with normal volume and attenuation.  
 
No evidence of soft tissue swelling or mass effect is identified. 
 
STIFLES 

The femorotibial and femoropatellar joints are bilaterally congruent. 

The patellae are normally positioned within the trochlear grooves. 

There is no evidence of joint swelling. 

The articular surfaces are smooth and regular. No subchondral bone defects, osteochondral lesions, or 
mineralized fragments are identified. 

The popliteal lymph nodes are normal in size and morphology. 

The periarticular soft tissues are unremarkable. 
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There is a small, rounded, soft tissue–attenuating subcutaneous nodule measuring approximately 0.7 
cm, located in the left dorsal pelvic region. Differential diagnoses include granuloma or benign 
neoplasia. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS  

• Right coxofemoral joint incongruency with mild thickened of the femoral neck. 
• Normal left coxofemoral joint. 
• Bilateral stifle joints within normal tomographic limits, with no evidence of effusion, 

osteochondral disease, or structural abnormality. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
The tomographic findings identified is incongruency of the right coxofemoral joint and mild femoral 
neck thickening. These findings are suspected of early signs unilateral hip dysplasia. Consider follow-
up radiographs in 6 months or evaluation using a distraction index measurement. 

Both stifle joints are unremarkable, with no evidence of effusion, osteochondritis dissecans, or other 
structural abnormalities to explain the reported hindlimb lameness. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes , DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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