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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

The owner brought Riley in for a right forelimb lameness that has been present intermittently for the 
past two weeks. The lameness is most noticeable after periods of rest. The owner also reports that 
Riley seems sensitive when her right front leg is touched. Her activity level has decreased; she is lying 
down more frequently and tires quickly during play. Her appetite, thirst, and urination/defecation are 
normal, although she had one recent episode of transient inappetence. The owner also notes that Riley 
has been shaking her head more than usual recently. Riley has a history of allergies, which are 
managed with a special diet and Apoquel, as well as a history of pancreatitis. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Problem List//Differentials 1. **Right forelimb 
lameness/Elbow pain** - R/O Elbow dysplasia, degenerative joint disease (DJD)/arthritis, soft tissue 
injury (sprain/strain), osseous pathology. 2. **Bilateral Otitis Externa** - R/O Bacterial overgrowth 
secondary to underlying allergies. 3. **History of Atopy/Food Allergies** - Managed with diet and 
medication. 4. **History of Pancreatitis** - Managed with diet. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS  

Right Thoracic Limb 

The humerus, radius, and ulna are within normal radiographic limits. 

The humeroulnar and humeroradial joints are congruent and unremarkable. 

The anconeal process and the visible portion of the medial coronoid process are unremarkable. 

There is no evidence of periarticular soft tissue swelling or mass effect. 

No aggressive, traumatic, or degenerative osseous lesions are identified. 

Left Thoracic Limb 

The humerus, radius, and ulna are within normal radiographic limits. 

The humeroulnar and humeroradial joints are congruent and unremarkable. 

The anconeal process and the visible portion of the medial coronoid process are unremarkable. 

There is no evidence of periarticular soft tissue swelling or mass effect. 

No aggressive, traumatic, or degenerative osseous lesions are identified. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Radiographically normal bilateral elbow joints. 
• No evidence of osseous or periarticular soft tissue abnormalities. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic examination demonstrates normal characteristics of elbow joints, with no bone 
abnormalities or soft tissue changes identified to explain the reported clinical signs. Differential 
diagnoses may include soft tissue conditions such as muscle strain, ligamentous sprain, or other 
non-osseous causes not detectable on standard radiography. 
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If orthopedic signs persist or worsen despite appropriate conservative management, further 
diagnostic evaluation with advanced imaging modalities, such as musculoskeletal ultrasonography 
or computed tomography are suggested. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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