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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Fell off couch yesterday, today is non-weight-bearing lame on his RF leg. Mild edema around R 
antebrachium, sensitive to palpation. No obvious fractures or instability palpated but concerned about 
possible R distal radius and ulnar fractures?  

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORACIC LIMBS 

Orthogonal radiographic views of the thoracic limbs focusing on the antebrachial and carpal regions 
are provided for review, totaling three images: One lateral view of the right thoracic limb. One lateral 
view of the left thoracic limb. One craniocaudal view of both thoracic limbs 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Right Thoracic Limb 

There is an incomplete greenstick fracture involving the distal diaphyseal–metaphyseal region of the 
radius, without involvement of the physeal plate.  
 
Mild to moderate soft tissue swelling is present in the adjacent antebrachial region. 
 
The antebrachial, carpal, and metacarpal joints are unremarkable. 
 
The phalanges of all digits are unremarkable. 
 
The elbow joint is unremarkable. 
 
Left Thoracic Limb 

The radius, ulna, antebrachial and associated joints are within normal radiographic limits. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
  

• Incomplete (greenstick) fracture of the distal radius of the right thoracic limb, without physeal 
involvement, with associated soft tissue swelling. 

• No radiographic abnormalities identified in the left thoracic limb.  
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic findings are consistent with a traumatic incomplete (greenstick) fracture of the distal 
right radius, correlating with the patient’s acute non–weight-bearing lameness and history of recent 
trauma. Given the patient’s young age and absence of physeal involvement, conservative management 
may be considered, depending on orthopedic assessment. 
 
Orthopedic consultation is recommended to determine appropriate stabilization and follow-up imaging 
to monitor fracture healing. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet   
info@sonopath.com  
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