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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

non-weight bearing on LH , FHO was performed last night for the left hip . radiology study pre-
and post surgery  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        unremarkable  

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS AND PELVIC LIMBS  

Ventrodorsal view of the pelvis and pelvic limbs dated 05/01/2023 – one image, compared with 
previous study from 04/01/2023 six images. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Previous exam dated 04/01/2023 
 
The left acetabulum is empty in the left femoral head and is luxated dorsal and cranial. 
 
The right coxofemoral and pelvis are normal. 
 
Bilaterally, patellae are seen in variable positions, occasionally in the topographic plane of the 
respective femur's lateral epicondyle or trochlea. 
 
Bilaterally, the stifle joint and fat-pad opacity are normal. 
 
The collimated caudal lumbar and lumbosacral spine are normal. 
 
The colon and rectum contain a moderate amount of heterogeneous fecal material and gas. 

 
Exam dated 05/01/2023 
 
The left femoral head and neck are absent. A sharpy and regular margin of the femoral epiphyseal 
remainder portion present is seen. 
 
Regional increase in subcutaneous soft tissue/fluid and gas opaque volume is seen adjacent to the 
dorsal and lateral surface of the left coxal bone and left femoral great trochanter. 
 
The right coxofemoral joint and pelvis are normal. 
 
The stifle joints and patellae are normal. 
 
No other abnormalities are identified. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Traumatic luxation of the left femoral head with likely rupture of the capital ligament. 

• Left femoral head and neck absent, correlated to previous ostectomy.  

• No evidence of osseous bone chip lesion. 

• Left side limb subcutaneous edema and/or hemorrhage with moderate emphysema, consistent 

with the orthopedical surgery of the patient and or/previous soft tissue trauma. 

• Positional artifact of the patellae. Differential diagnosis less likely dynamic subluxation. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Except for the absence of the femoral head correlated to previous ostectomy, no other osseous 

abnormalities to account for the clinical signs are seen. Consider soft tissue edema/inflammation 

that could be correlated with the post-operatory pain. 

If the lameness persists or worsens with conservative management, recheck radiographs may be 

useful in reevaluation. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Tilde Rodrigues Froes, DMV, MSc., Dr. Med.Vet., Dipl.CBraRVet 
info@sonopath.com 


