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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS

History: Abdominal breathing/ poor abdominal detail on x-ray

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN

Multiple lateral projections of the abdomen are provided for review.

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits.

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and
thin.

The serosal detail is age related moderately decreased — due to lack of peritoneal fat and age related

mild peritoneal effusion.

The ventral margin of the diaphragm is ill-defined and merging with the cardiac silhouette. The region
of the accessory lung field presents a moderate increased radiopacity.

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity.
The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content.

The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen within
the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits.

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

e Possible peritonealpericardial diaphragmatic hernia versus diaphragmatic hernia

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

The apical region of the cardiac silhouette is merging with the ventral portion of the diaphragm,
concerning for peritoneal pericardial hernia or peritoneal pleural hernia. Unfortunately, further
definition is limited in the lateral projections. Pathology of the lung might be present alternatively.
Recommend complementing the current radiographic study by a ventrodorsal projection. An
ultrasound examination of the heart can be used to check if there is evidence of herniated abdominal
organs (e.g. liver).
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not
visible in the image/video clips provided.

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if
| can be of any further assistance please contact me.

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI
sebast.schaub@gmail.com



