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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Left avascular necrosis of the femoral head and neck. Lame now on the right pelvic limb. Owner notices 
licking at front right paws.  

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOW & CARPAL JOINTS, PELVIS AND STIFLE JOINTS 

Radiographs of the elbow joints, carpal joints, pelvis and stifle joints in two orthogonal imaging planes 
are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

In the mediolateral projection, the elbow joints are mildly pronated, L>R. Both elbow joints have 
smooth osseous margins of the periarticular bones and the surrounding soft tissue structures present 
without abnormalities. 

The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the carpal joints are within normal limits. 

The left femoral head and neck are absent – history of left sided femoral head ostectomy. The 
remainder of the osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the pelvis are within normal limits. 

The right coxofemoral joint presents smooth osseous margins and congruent joint space. 

The stifle joints have smooth osseous margins and present no sign of intracapsular soft tissue swelling. 
The patella of both stifle joints is in situ. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• History of left sided femoral head ostectomy due to avascular necrosis 

• Normal elbow joints 

• Normal carpal joints 

• Normal right coxofemoral joint 

• Normal stifle joints 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic study reveals no abnormalities and an underlying cause for the licking at the front 
limbs and the right hind limb lameness are not appreciated. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com  
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