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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Patient has had intermittent limping on the right front leg. Owner first noticed back in May 2019. 
Limping increased to daily June 2022 (lab work was performed and pain meds started and limping 
resolved for the most part), owner also stated that when patient has to walk down a hill he goes 
down the hill at an angle so he can side step down the hill. When patient presented 8/9/22 for 
vaccines owner stated that he still will favor the right front leg but not daily. Recommended 
setting patient up for radiographs. 8/15/22: Patient admitted for radiographs of the 
shoulders/elbows. Patient was given Gabapentin and Trazodone last night and then prior to appt 
this morning - Torbugesic and Dexdomitor was given IV prior to radiographs. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CBC performed 6/17/22 - All WNL Chem Panel 
performed 6/17/22 - All WNL HWT /Lyme /EH /AP Test performed 6/17/22 - All negative 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SHOULDER AND ELBOW JOINTS 

Radiographs of the shoulder joints in a mediolateral view and the elbow joints in a mediolateral 
and craniocaudal projection are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Both shoulder joints present smooth osseous margins and the surrounding soft tissue structures 
are within normal limits. 

The left elbow joint presets smooth osseous margins, unremarkable. 

The right elbow joint presents very mild osteophyte formation at the cranial aspect of the radial 
head and proximal aspect of the anconeal process. In comparison to the contralateral side, the tip 
of the medial coronoid process appears mildly blurred with a decreased density. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Very mild degenerative osteoarthrosis right elbow joint 

• Normal shoulder joints 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mild degenerative changes of the right elbow joint in combination with the mild ill-defined tip 
of the medial coronoid process are concerning for underlying pathology of the medial coronoid 
process. If findings of the clinical examination are supporting the diagnosis, pain can be elicited by 
pressure on the medial compartment of the elbow joint, a CT study can be used as advanced 
imaging modality. 

TECHNICAL COMMENTS 

For best diagnostic value of the elbow joints, recommend radiographs collimated and centered on 
the elbow joints. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


