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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History:Presented for evaluation of GI signs. Pt was fed cooked pork rib bone 7d ago, has not had a 

bowel movement for 4 days. Pt frequently observed straining to defecate. Maintains normal energy 

level, e/d/u wnl, no v/d/c/s noted. Normally fed Purina beef and rice and various treats. UTD on 

bravecto, unknown when last dewormed. Pt is very active, frequently around horses. No other health 

concerns reported. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Tense abdomen on palpation, but no pain response 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

 

A complete set of radiographs of the abdomen is provided for review. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and 

thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

 

The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity. The 

splenic body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 

 

Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity. The urinary 

bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and lower 

urinary tract. 

 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content, a mild amount of mineralized 

granular material is seen in the pyloric region. 

 

The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen within 

the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 

 

The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Mild amount of mineral material in stomach 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
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The current radiographic study presents no specific abnormality. The mineral material in the stomach 

is consistent with ingested bony material. The colon contains a moderate amount of fecal material 

without evidence of constipation or overt exsiccation of the fecal material. If not done so yet, 

complementing workup by complete blood work including cpl is recommended. A microklist can be 

considered if the patient is still straining to defecate. Consider a rectal exam to rule out stricture or 

check for evidence of colitis. 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


