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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
L FL lameness initially noticed April 2023. Upon physical palpation of the proximal bicep insertion on 
the left forelimb at RDVM, Joey elicited signs of pain. Previously no response to Metacam, and no pain 
elicited on flexion and extension of the shoulder. In April, Joey was found to exhibit pain upon flexion 
and extension of his left shoulder. Due to the above findings, bicipital tenosynovitis was high on their 
differential list. Gabapentin prescribed for pain management. Rads revealed no abnormalities. 
Diagnosis remains open (suspicious of biceps tenosynovitis, other causes such as other soft tissue 
injury, cervical myelopathy, or nerve root signature). Joey underwent MRI of the neck and left 
forelimb (focused on the shoulder) today under anesthesia. 
 
MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING OF THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT 
 
T2, PD (fat saturated) and T1 weighted sequences in multiple imaging planes are provided for review. 
 
MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING FINDINGS 
 
In the included parts of the cervical spine, level with C2 to C4, dilation of the central canal is 
appreciated. 
 
The region of the brachial plexus is unremarkable. 
 
The left shoulder joint has smooth osseous margins. There is no sign of intracapsular soft tissue swelling 
of the left shoulder joint. 
 
The surrounding musculature of the left shoulder joint has a homogeneous hypointense signal 
behavior, as expected. 
 
The bicipital tendon has the expected homogeneous hypointense signal. 
 
MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Syringomyelia cranial cervical spine 
• Normal left shoulder joint 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The MR study reveals no abnormalities of the bicipital tendon nor signs of effusion indicative for 
arthritis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


