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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Had a fight with a bigger dog 4 days ago - bigger dog tried to bite the face on the L side. Since 
then, been limping on L front leg. Seems in pain in palpating both front leg and extremely painful 
when opening mouth. Crack sound on L side when opening the mouth on L side of mandible - 
need to r/o any luxation or fracture 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SKULL AND SHOULDER JOINTS 

Radiographs of the skull and shoulder joints in two imaging planes are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the calvarium present no abnormalities. 

In the lateral views, the bodies of the mandible are superimposed on each other. Both 
temporomandibular joints are in situ. 

In the craniocaudal oblique projection of the left shoulder joint , an isolated roundish mineral 
opaque body is seen at the medial aspect of the proximal humerus, measuring 2.5 mm in size. The 
mineralized body is not appreciated in the lateral projections of the shoulder joint. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Isolated mineralized body at the medial aspect of the  left proximal humerus 

• Normal appearing temporomandibular joints 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mineralized body at the medial aspect of the left humerus in combination with the history is 
concerning for avulsion fragment – the bed cannot be specified. Either ultrasound or a CT study 
might be used as advanced imaging modality – although treatment options might be limited to 
conservative management due to the small size. 

In the radiographic study of the head, no fracture of the mandible or luxation of the 
temporomandibular joint can be appreciated. However, due to inherent obliquity and 
superimposition with the contralateral mandible, fracture might be missed. If there is clinical 
evidence of fracture of the mandible, either rostromedial to caudolateral oblique projections of 
the left mandible or a CT study of the skull are recommended. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


