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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: cat is limping on the right rear leg. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LUMBAR SPINE, PELVIS AND HIND LIMBS 

 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the lumbar spine and hind limbs is provided for 

review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The osseous and soft tissue structures of the lumbar spine present without abnormalities. 

 

The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the pelvis are within normal limits. Both 

coxofemoral joints present smooth osseous margins and congruent joint spaces. 

 

Both stifle joints present a moderate intracapsular soft tissue swelling; post contrast administration 

the synovial capsule of the stifle joints is thickened. A mineralized body is appreciated in cranial 

compartment of the stifle joints bilaterally. 

 

The periarticular bones of the tarsal joints present smooth osseous margins and no abnormalities of 

the surrounding soft tissue structures are noted. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Bilateral articular swelling & synovialitis of the stifle joints, R>L 

• Synovial osteochondromatosis versus mineralization cranial horn of the medial meniscus stifle 

joint bilaterally 

• Normal lumbar spine 

• Normal coxofemoral joints 

• Normal tarsal joints 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The appreciated effusion and synovialitis of the stifle joints can be caused by pathology of the cranial 

cruciate ligament ± meniscal pathology or is a sequela to arthritis.  

 

A positive drawer sign or tibial compression test under general anesthesia can be used to confirm the 

diagnosis of pathology of the cranial cruciate ligament – if negative, recommend complementing 

workup by a synovial tap. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 

info@sonopath.com 
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