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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Assessment: Sore/swelling on the base of the nail/nail bed on RFL, digit 2, red, swollen, inflamed, has a 
draining tract with serum oozing out, but no purelent discharge. Palpated for any FB's, cannot feel any 
stuck in there. Toenail itself looks normal. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE FRONT PAWS 

Radiographs of the right front paw in two orthogonal imaging planes and the left front paw in a 
dorsopalmar projection are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The third digit of the right front paw presents a circumferential homogeneous soft tissue swelling – 
accentuated at the abaxial aspect. The osseous structures of the third digit of the right front paw are 
within normal limits. The remainder of the osseous and soft tissue structures of the right front paw are 
within normal limits. 

No abnormalities of the osseous and soft tissue structures of the left front paw are appreciated. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Soft tissue swelling third digit right front paw without evidence of osseous involvement 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The soft tissue swelling of the third digit of the right front paw is not specific, regarding the clinical 
findings an inflammatory origin is likely (e.g. migrating foreign body, interdigital furunculosis). The odds 

for neoplastic disease are considered lower. Workup can be complemented by an ultrasound 
examination of the swelling to screen for foreign material. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com  
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