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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: P IS A 13Y11M OLD M/N CHIHUAHUA PRESENTING TODAY FOR RECHECK HEART 

MURMUR. O WANTS TO DISCUSS HEART MEDS. O WIFE HEARING P COUGHING MORE OFTEN 

HUSBAND PRESENTED P TODAY MORE LIKE hacking/clearing throat SOUND. ALSO OVER PAST FEW 

WEEKS BEEN QUIETER NOT AS ENERGETIC. O THINKS LOSING HEARING. EARS SEEM TO BE DOING 

BETTER. O REQUESTS NAIL TRIM. NO OTHER PROBLEMS/CONCERNS. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Exam Notes: BAR EENT - left ear WNL Right ear very small amt 

rust brown dx and mild inflammation horizontal ear canal 2-3 cm soft moveable sq mass right lat 

thorax H/L - 4/6 left systolic murmur, lungs clear, good femoral pulses 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

 

Radiographs of the thorax in two imaging planes are provided for review. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The vertebral endplates T4/T5 present mild spondylosis formation. 

 

In the subcutaneous tissue dorsal to T5, a well-defined, ovoid shape mineral opacity is seen. 

 

The caudal contour of the cardiac silhouette is steep, and the caudal cardiac waist is lost. Mild dorsal 

deviation of the left main stem bronchus is appreciated. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal 

limits. 

 

The cranial mediastinum presents the expected soft tissue opacity. The mediastinal width is less than 

twice the width of the vertebral column at the same level.  

 

A soft tissue membrane is bulging ventrally into the tracheal lumen of the cervical segment. 

 

Level with the 4th intercostal space, located in the left cranial lung lobe, a roundish soft tissue opacity 

is seen, measuring 1.5 cm in size. The remainder of the lung parenchyma present the expected 

architecture. 

 

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 

diaphragmatic cupola. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Left sided cardiomegaly without signs of decompensation 

• Solitary pulmonary nodule left cranial lung lobe 

• Redundant tracheal membrane – can be a precursor for tracheal collapse 

• Subcutaneous dystrophic mineralization dorsal to thoracic spine 

• Spondylosis deformans 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The left sided cardiomegaly is likely a sequela to underlying myxomatous mitral valve degeneration 

with subsequent mitral valve insufficiency. At this point there are no signs for decompensation. A 

cardiac echo might be used as advanced diagnostic tool for further assessment of cardiac chamber 

size and function. 

 

There is evidence of a solitary pulmonary nodule in the left cranial lung lobe, level with the left 4 th 

intercostal space. Differentials for the solitary pulmonary nodule include granuloma, neoplasia 

(primary versus secondary), fibrosis, round pneumonia/mucus impaction, pulmonary cyst. Ultrasound 

guided FNA sampling can be used for further definition. 

 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
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