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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: sudden onset of lameness 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: right hind leg has clicking sound around the stifle joint , still 

ambulating but painful to touch. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS AND STIFLE JOINTS 

 

A VD view of the pelvis and mediolateral&/craniocaudal projection of the right stifle joint are provided 

for review. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The periarticular bones of both coxofemoral joints present moderate osteophyte new bone formation. 

The acetabular groove bilaterally is shallow and the coxofemoral joint space is incongruent. The center 

both femoral heads is lateral to the dorsal acetabular rim. A moderate sclerosis of the subchondral 

bone of the craniolateral rim of the acetabulum is seen. 

 

The right stifle joint presents with smooth osseous margins, a mild increased intracapsular soft tissue 

swelling of the right stifle joint is appreciated. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Moderate degenerative osteoarthrosis coxofemoral joints bilaterally due to severe hip dysplasia 

• Mild articular swelling right stifle joint 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The main finding is the degenerative osteoarthrosis of both coxofemoral joints, secondary to 

congenital hip dysplasia. The finding can be a source for pain. 

 

The equivocal articular swelling of the right stifle is not specific, the most common underlying cause 

is pathology of the cranial cruciate ligament ± meniscal disease. Given history of clicking of the right 

stifle joint, the odds for meniscal pathology are high. Other potentials for effusion include trauma or 

inflammation (immune mediated versus infectious). Check if a positive drawer sign or tibial 

compression test under general anesthesia is present. If meniscal pathology is clinically confirmed, 

surgical management is considered as the therapy of choice. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


