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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• 5 days ago P went down the outside stairs and O heard a horrendous screech/yelp and P was 
laying on her R side with LFL in the air. 

• O had a tough time getting P up the stairs after. 

• O did an ortho exam and she could not get P to vocalize at all. O has been wrapping the limb 
for support, which seems to help slightly. 

• O gave P a one time dose of aspirin (600 mg) for pain (without our consult). 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: P has severe lameness of the LFL (toe-touching/hopping 
lameness). - Over P's L carpus there is moderate-marked swelling. There is significant decreased ROM 
(flexion) in this joint. P does not vocalize, but there is obvious pain on palpation/manipulation over this 
region. No obvious crepitus is felt. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LEFT ELBOW JOINT & LEFT CARPAL JOINT 

A complete set of radiographs of the left elbow joint and left carpus is provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The periarticular bones of the left shoulder joint present moderate osteophyte new bone formation. 
Moderate sclerosis of the bicipital groove of the left humerus is seen. 

The periarticular bones of the left elbow joint present smooth margins. The contour of the medial 
coronoid process of both elbow joints is well-defined and has a homogeneous density. The 
surrounding soft tissue structures of the elbow joint reveals no abnormalities. 

The osseous structures of the left carpus are unremarkable. At the lateral aspect of the left carpal 
joint, a homogeneous moderate subcutaneous soft tissue swelling is seen. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Periarticular soft tissue swelling lateral aspect left carpal joint 
• Osteoarthrosis left shoulder joint 
• Normal left elbow joint 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The periarticular soft tissue swelling at the lateral aspect of the left carpus is not specific, potentials 
include trauma ± pathology of the lateral collateral ligament, hematoma, inflammation, soft tissue 
neoplasia (without osseous involvement) or unlikely joint effusion of the left carpus. If clinical findings 
are indicative for instability of the left carpal joint, recommend complementing workup by stressed 
radiographs of the carpal joint. 

The sclerosis of the bicipital groove of the left humerus can indicate pathology of the bicipital tendon. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

