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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Hx of vomiting, anorexia, diarrhea, weight loss. Radiographs and ultrasound concerning for 

foreign body vs intussusception or other. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Thin body condition. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the abdomen is provided for review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior. There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion or 

peritonitis.  

 

In the lateral aspect of the left kidney, the left lateral abdomen and multifocal in the subcutaneous 

tissue of the left abdominal wall, metal attenuating pellets are seen. 

 

The right adrenal gland is prominent, measuring up to 9.1 mm in diameter. 

 

Both liver and spleen present with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating parenchyma 

and homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 

 

The pancreas is evenly contoured, the pancreatic parenchyma is homogeneous and presents uniform 

contrast enhancement. 

 

Multiple peripherally shell-like mineralized bodies with variable shape are seen in the stomach. In the 

mid abdomen a small intestinal segment is containing a peripheral mild mineral attenuating peach 

core like shaped body, occupying the lumen of the small intestinal loop – the oral segment of the 

respective small intestinal loop is significantly dilated containing small shell-like mineralized bodies 

and foamy soft tissue material. Suspect very short segment is invaginated directly aborally to the 

foreign body. The aboral segment of the small intestinal loop presents a physiological diameter. Level 

with the large intestinal foreign body, a small hyperattenuating linear body is perforating the small 

intestinal wall. 

Multifocal spondylosis formation is seen along the lumbar spine. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Segmental small intestinal mechanical obstruction due to foreign body – suspect core of a fruit 

– with evidence of a piece perforating the small intestinal wall 

• Multiple smaller foreign bodies in the stomach and oral segment of the dilated small intestinal 

loop 

• Prominent right adrenal gland 

• Multiple pellets in the subcutaneous tissue, peritoneal cavity and parenchyma of the left kidney 
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• Spondylosis deformans 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The findings are consistent with small intestinal foreign body with secondary mechanical obstruction 

and a small piece perforating the intestinal wall at the same level. Multiple smaller foreign bodies are 

seen in the stomach and oral segment of the obliterated small intestinal loop. If not done so yet, 

surgical intervention is advised. 

 

The enlargement of the right adrenal gland can represent (non)functional hyperplasia/macronodular 

hyperplasia, the odds for neoplastic transformation are considered low. Testing of the pituitary 

adrenal axis might be considered for further definition. 

 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 

sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
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