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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented with an infection at a previous TPLO site where one of the screws were poking 
through. Upon Sedated rads of the leg, one of the views showed a lump in the abd so a lateral 
right chest and abd were taken. Would like an analysis of the 1 chest rad to see if there is 
metastasis. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: can feel a large tumor in the abd on palpation 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX&ABDOMEN 

A lateral view of the thorax and abdomen is provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Thorax 

The body condition score is 8/9. 

At the caudoventral thoracic wall, a well-defined uniform soft tissue opaque ovoid shaped mass is 
seen, measuring 23 cm in length and 4.1 cm in size. 

The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 

The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 

The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 

The lung parenchyma presents a generalized moderate ground glass opacification.  

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 

Abdomen 

Moderate spondylosis formation is seen along the thoracolumbar junction. 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

The hepatic volume is moderately increased, and the liver is protruding beyond the costal arch, 
the caudoventral margins are rounded. 

In the mid ventral abdomen, a roundish soft tissue opaque mass is seen, measuring approximately 
10 cm in diameter and causing centrifugal deviation of the small intestinal loops. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mid ventral abdominal soft tissue mass 

• Hepatomegaly 

• Unstructured interstitial lung pattern 

• Large subcutaneous lipoma caudoventral thoracic wall 

• Spondylosis deformans 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The ventral abdominal mass is very likely originating from the spleen and splenic neoplasia, 
nodular hyperplasia or hematoma is considered most likely. An abdominal ultrasound 
examination might be used as advanced diagnostic test. 

Potentials for the hepatomegaly include metabolic hepatic disease/steroid induced hepatopathy, 

hepatitis or neoplastic infiltration. Ultrasound including FNA sampling can be used as minimally 
advanced diagnostic tests. 

The unstructured interstitial lung pattern is likely a sequela to the nutritional status and age 
related changes of the lung parenchyma. The odds for ‘real’ interstitial lung pattern are 

considered low ( potentials would include fibrosis, pneumonitis (inflammatory versus infectious), 

systemic disease (e.g. pancreatitis, IMHA, renal disease), neoplasia). There are no signs for 
metastatic disease. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


