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INTERPRETED BY 
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57780 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Having issues with back legs. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Blind 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE ABDOMEN & ENTIRE SPINE 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the skull and abdomen and a post-contrast CT 
study of the thorax are provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Spine 

The osseous and soft tissue structures of the cervical spine present without abnormalities. 

Multifocal spondylosis formation is seen along the thoracic spine. The intervertebral disc space T8/T9 
is moderately narrowed. 

The intervertebral discs T12/T13 to L5/L6 are protruding into the vertebral canal, occupying 
approximately up to 20% of the cross-sectional area of the vertebral canal – the dural tube at the same 
level is mildly displaced dorsally and distorted. 

The vertebral endplates L7/S1 present moderate spondylosis formation. 

Abdomen 

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior. There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion or 
peritonitis. 

The internal iliac and sacral lymph nodes are prominent. 

Both kidneys present within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. After contrast 
administration a bilaterally symmetric and uniform nephro- and pyelogram is noted.  

The adrenal glands are within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. 

Both liver and spleen present with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating parenchyma and 
homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 

At the medial aspect of the spleen, two roundish, well-defined structure is visible, measuring up to 1.8 
cm in diameter, presenting the same attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern like the spleen are 
seen.. 

The pancreas is evenly contoured, the pancreatic parenchyma is homogeneous and presents uniform 
contrast enhancement. 

The position, delineation, wall and content of the gastrointestinal tract are considered within normal 
limits throughout. 

Both coxofemoral joints present moderate osteophyte new bone formation, L>R. The acetabular 
groove bilaterally is shallow and the center of the femoral heads is lateral to the dorsal acetabular rim.  

The included parts of both stifle joints present smooth osseous margins and without signs of 
intracapsular soft tissue swelling. 
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COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Intervertebral disc protrusion T12/T13 to L5/L6 with potential dynamic myelocompression 

• Discopathy T8/T9 

• Degenerative osteoarthrosis coxofemoral joints bilaterally 

• Lymphadenopathy sacral and internal iliac lymph nodes 

• Splenunculi (accessory spleens) 

• Spondylosis deformans 

• Normal cervical spine 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Protrusion of multiple intervertebral discs along the thoracolumbar junction and the lumbar spine is 
appreciated, causing possible dynamic myelocompression and might be a source for pain – possible 
acute on chronic disc disease. No acutely extruded disc material is appreciated. If there is strong clinical 
suspicion for compressive myelopathy/intradural or intramedullary lesion, recommend 
complementing workup by a myelographic CT study or MRI study of the spine. 

The prominent internal iliac and sacral lymph node can indicate reactive hyperplasia, metastatic 
disease is a differentials as well, but no primary mass can be appreciated in the pictured tributary 
region, the anal sacs are unremarkable. Anyway, recommend complementing workup by a digital rectal 
exam.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


