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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Harley presented to us for an exam on March 5/2022. She presented today for sedation and 
radiographs of pelvis and stifles. For > 3 weeks or so, Harley has been intermittently lame on her 
RH. Owner said she will still weight bear, but is limping. It is more evident when she has been 
laying down on it for a while, or after activity (especially after a run). She is an active dog in 
general and is a working dog (hunter). Harley is on daily fish oil supplement as well as Cosequin 
joint supplement. She also had some CBD oil the last few days. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Orthopedic exam findings on March 5/2022: BCS 
3.3/5. No visible lameness on gait analysis. She was eye-darting and seemed a bit sore on 
palpation of her pelvis. Left hind had good ROM in all joints and no swellings or other palpable 
abnormalities. Right hind - She was a bit painful on extension and flexion of stifle and hip. There 
was a slight click on stifle extension which was consistent (meniscal tear?). She did fine when I 
checked her iliopsoas and for abduction. Mild elevation in ALT on bloodwork today (not even 2-
fold), otherwise CBC and chemistry panel were WNL. Rule out today of hip dysplasia and any 
orthopedic stifle abnormalities, prior to sending for orthopedic consult. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS AND STIFLE  
 
Radiographs of the pelvis and stifle joints are provided for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the pelvis are within normal limits. Both 
coxofemoral joints present smooth osseous margins and congruent joint spaces. 
 
The right stifle joint is partially superimposed on the ventral abdominal wall. The proximal margin 
of the trochlear ridge of the right stifle joint presents mild pointed margins. No signs for overt 
intracapsular swelling – evaluation is limited by the superimposition with the subcutaneous 
tissue of the ventral abdominal wall. 
 
The osseous and soft tissue structures of the left stifle joint are within normal limits. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild osteophyte formation proximal aspect trochlear ridge right stifle joint 
• Normal pelvis 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study presents evidence of very mild degenerative changes of the right stifle 
joint which might be related to early stage of pathology of the cranial cruciate ligament. Due to 
the mild intermittent clinical signs, a clinical trial with NSAID and rest might be tried and 
reevaluating the patient in 3-4 weeks. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


