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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History of laparoscopic right adrenalectomy and liver biopsy Dec 2021 for phaeochromocytoma, L 
dorsal tarsometatarsal ligamentous instability previously managed w bandage. Prev full body CT 
done Dec 6/22 through Sonopath.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD, CHEST & ABDOMEN  

 
Head  

 

The brain presents mild asymmetry of the ventricles with a smaller ventricle on the left side. A mass 
effect and/or a pathologic contrast enhancement are not recognized. Especially the pituitary gland is 
inconspicuous. Bony structures of the skull and soft tissues of the neck are unremarkable including 
the cervical lymph nodes and the thyroid glands. 
 
The displayed spine shows no relevant findings. Marked fat storage is noted within the mediastinum, 
the subcutaneous regions and the abdomen. 
 
Chest   

 
The lungs present small atelectatic areas with distention of the peripheral bronchi and indicated 
peribronchial infiltrates. There is no evidence of pleural thickening, fluid accumulation or free pleural 
gas. There is no evidence of focal or nodular pulmonary lesions. Mediastinal (sternal, tracheal-, 
bronchial) lymph nodes are considered to be normal. The trachea shows an undulating diameter with 
marked dorsal flattening.  
 
The heart is inconspicuous as far as can be assessed with CT. The diaphragm appears normal.  
 
Abdomen  
 
The liver is mildly enlarged with rounded lobar margins. There is a single hyper attenuating spot of 0.6 
cm noted in the left lateral liver. The gallbladder is moderately filled. Sedimenting mineral dense sludge 
is recognized without evidence of cholestasis. Pancreas, spleen and both kidneys appear normal. 
History of right adrenalectomy. The left adrenal gland is asymmetric and enlarged with a length of 
3.21 cm. The cranial pole appears nodular-like with a transverse diameter of 2,19 x 1.82 cm. Pictures 
post contrast show an irregular and inhomogeneous enhancement. The peripheral structures are 
respected (left renal vein, aorta).  
 
Abdominal lymph nodes and abdominal vessels have no particular findings. Signs of 
peritoneal/retroperitoneal effusion or free gas are not recognized. All other abdominal organs 
appear regular.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
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• Left adrenal mass  
• Mild hepatomegaly with a single nodule  
• Marked tracheal collapse and broncho-interstitial lung pattern  
• Mild asymmetry of the ventricles 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In comparison to the CT study of 12/6/22 the enlargement and asymmetry of the left adrenal gland 
are progressive. A malignant lesion is likely as seen with adenocarcinoma or pheochromocytoma. 
Currently margins are clearly defined without signs of an aggressive/invasive behavior. Local/regional 
or distant metastases are not identified. 
 
The CT findings of the trachea, lungs, the liver and gallbladder are constant and were recognized in 
the previous report. The small contrast enhancing spot in the left lateral liver is an unspecific finding 
and could represent a benign, age-related lesion (nodular hyperplasia, hemangioma, etc.). Malignancy 
cannot be fully excluded (metastasis?). A sonographic follow up is recommended in 6 weeks. 
 
The asymmetry of the ventricles is considered to be a normal variant without clinical relevance. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  
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Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Jawinski, German Board Certified Vet Specialist in Diagnostic Imaging  
info@sonopath.com 

 
 
 

 


