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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented for senior wellness exam 2/27/23. Feline plus panel (results below) showed progressive 
hepatopathy with elevated bilirubin, suspicious for failure. Pt is clinically well. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Feline Plus 2/27/23 CBC ok Hepatopathy, also had elevated 
liver enzymes in 2022 that resolved 2 weeks later 2/27/23 3/4/22 2/12/22 ALT 677 103 425 AST 351 
58 153 ALP 194 60 154 GGT has been normal tBili 0.6 0.1 0.3 ucBil 0.3 0 0.2 cBili 0.3 <0.1 0.1 
Cholesterol 329 154 225 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN 

An overview study including the thorax and abdomen in three imaging planes is provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Thorax 

Spondylosis formation is seen along the caudal cervical and cranial thoracic spine. 

Surgical metal opaque staples are superimposed on the left caudolateral thoracic wall. 

The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular enlargement. 
The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 

The cranial mediastinum presents the expected soft tissue opacity. The mediastinal width is less than 
twice the width of the vertebral column at the same level.  

The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 

Generalized mild thickening of the bronchial walls is seen. 

The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and opacity; the intrapulmonary vascular 
branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 

Abdomen 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  

Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity. The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and lower 
urinary tract. 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 

The small intestinal loops appear mildly prominent. 
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The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild bronchial pattern 

• Subjective prominent small intestinal loops 

• Spondylosis deformans 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mild bronchial lung pattern is suggestive for (sub)clinical feline bronchial disease – commonly 

primary allergic in origin. 

The prominent small intestinal loops might just be a subjective impression or can be the result of diffuse 
thickening of the wall (e.g. chronic inflammatory, hyperthyroidism, neoplastic infiltration). 

No radiographic abnormalities of the liver are appreciated. Complementing workup by an abdominal 
ultrasound examination would be ideal for assessment of the hepatic organ architecture and will allow 

evaluation of the wall layering of the intestinal  tract.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 


