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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS

Pet has had heavy breathing for the past year. Pet has also had a decreased appetite for the past few
months. Pet recently has been abdominally breathing. The owner smokes a lot of cigarettes in the
house and near the pet. Pet's temperature in visit today was 99.8 degrees Fahrenheit.

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:  Bloodwork results have not come back yet.

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX

Radiographs of the thorax in three imaging planes are provided for review. Radiographs are provided in
JPEG file format.

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits.
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities.

A significant amount of soft tissue material is seen in the pleural cavity. The lung lobes are retracted
from the thoracic wall and present a decreased volume with a generalized ground glass opacity.

The heart is accentuated by the surrounding pericardial fat and appears to be of normal size and shape,
there is no evidence of cardiac chamber enlargement.

The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the
trachea is smooth.

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the
diaphragmatic cupola.

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

e  Pleural effusion
e Secondary dystelectasis of the lung

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

The pleural effusion is explaining the presenting clinical signs. A cause for the pleural effusion is not
appreciated in the radiographic study and further workup warrants draining the pleural effusion
including complete fluid analysis. Advanced diagnostic tests/treatment options depend on the results
of fluid analysis - transudate versus exudate (e.g. cardiac disease, chylothorax, pyothorax, systemic
inflammation, paraneoplastic).
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pleural effusion

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not
visible in the image/video clips provided.

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if |
can be of any further assistance please contact me.

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI
sebast.schaub@gmail.com



