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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented to us on Thursday March 16, 2023. O describes retching with no production. Nothing noted 
in mouth or throat upon sedated examination. Radiographs taken with barium study, thought maybe 
something lodged in stomach? Recommended O go for scope, O declined. Has had 3 massive BM's over 
the weekend. Last meal was 5pm March 19. Have sent all radiographs for comparison and progression. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

A consecutive radiographic study of the abdomen is provided for review, images are dated 3/16/23  
12:06 PM, 3/16/23 4:33 PM, 3/17/23 8:51 AM, 3/17/23 12:03 PM and 3/20/23 9:50 AM. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Abdomen 3/16/23 12:06 PM 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity. The splenic 
body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 

Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity. The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and lower 
urinary tract. 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 

The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of chymus and gas is 
seen within the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 

The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

Abdomen 3/16/23 4:33 PM 

A small amount of barium has been administered and can be appreciated in the stomach. 

No additional findings. 

Abdomen 3/17/23 8:51 AM 

The contrast media has passed the gastrointestinal tract and remnants can be appreciated in the colon. 

The stomach is mild to moderately distended by ingesta. 

Abdomen 3/17/23 12:03 PM 

The stomach is empty, and a small amount of contrast stained feces is seen in the transverse colon. 

Abdomen 3/20/23 

The gastrointestinal tract is empty, but a small amount of fecal material in the colon. 
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RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal abdomen with normal contrast passage 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic study of the abdomen presents without abnormalities, explaining the retching. There 
is no evidence of radiopaque foreign material, abnormal gas pattern or signs for gastrointestinal 

mechanical obstruction. The material appreciated in the stomach is propelled through the 
gastrointestinal tract, as expected and represents normal chymus. 

Gastroscopy can be used as advanced diagnostic tool to screen for signs of underlying gastritis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 


