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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Anchovy has been a patient with us since 2017, however, her last visit with us was back in July of 2019, 
where she weighed in at 5.40 kg. Anchovy has been gradually losing weight over the past three months 
according to owner. Today she weighed in at 3.45 kg. Anchovy is eating and drinking well, and 
behaviorally is acting mostly as herself other than being a little more sleepy lately. We took X-rays as 
well as comprehensive bloodwork which is being sent into the lab. Please let us know if there are any 
abnormalities to be found. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Radiographs of the abdomen in three imaging planes are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The intervertebral disc space L7/S1 is moderately narrowed and the respective vertebral endplates 
present moderate spondylosis formation. 

No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted. The abdominal wall is smooth and thin. 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  

Mineralized material is seen in the imaging plane of the renal pelvis bilaterally. In the right aspect of the 
retroperitoneal space, level with L4, in the region of the right ureter, a small amount of granular mineral 
opaque material is seen. The urinary bladder is in its anticipated position. No radiopaque calculi are 
noted throughout the upper and lower urinary tract. 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 

The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen within the 
small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 

The transverse colon and proximal segment of the descending colon contain moderate amount of 
foamy fecal material. The distal segment of the descending colon is empty. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Suspect right sided ureterolithiasis 

• Nephrolithiasis 

• Chronic discopathy L7/S1 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mineralized seen in the right retroperitoneal space appears to be located in the imaging plane of 

the right ureter and the diagnosis is ureterolithiasis that might or might not be associated with 

mechanical obstruction. Ultrasound can be used to screen for outflow obstruction from the right 
kidney. Complementing workup by complete urinalysis is considered beneficial as well. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 


