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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Limping on the Right hind leg. History of a ECLI performed on that stifle April 2021 -- the surgical site is 
stable. Partial to non-weight bearing on the right hind leg. Right stifle effusion but no instability. No 
cranial drawer, no meniscal click. SEVERE pain on palpation of iliopsoas right side, with MILD pain on 
the Left side. Normal ROM in both CF joints. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS AND STIFLE JOINTS 

A VD projection of the pelvis and radiographs of the stifle joints in two orthogonal imaging planes are 
provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the pelvis are within normal limits. Both 

coxofemoral joints present mild incongruity of the joint space; the joint space is diverging medially. The 
left femoral neck presents a prominent circumferential sclerotic rim line, level with the transition 
between the femoral head and neck. 

The volume of the right thigh musculature is decreased. 

The periarticular bones of the right stifle joint present moderate osteophyte new bone formation and 

mild intracapsular soft tissue swelling. A drill-hole, demarcated by a sclerotic rim, is seen in the 
caudoproximal aspect of the right tibial tuberosity. The right tibial plateau is elongated caudally. 

The margins of the periarticular bones of the left stifle joint are smooth. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• History of extracapsular cranial cruciate ligament repair right stifle joint 

• Moderate degenerative osteoarthrosis right stifle joint with caudal elongation of the tibial  

plateau 

• Disuse atrophy musculature right hind limb 

• Very mild degenerative osteoarthrosis left coxofemoral joint 

• Bilateral mild incongruity coxofemoral joints as sign for mild hip dysplasia 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic study presents moderate degenerative joint disease of the right stifle joint due to 

history of cranial cruciate ligament failure. A specific source for the persistent lameness cannot be 

defined in the radiographic study, however secondary meniscal injury might be a potential here. Given 
the history of pain on palpation of the iliopsoas muscle, myopathy might be a source for pain as well. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 


