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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Patient went ER clinic for labored breathing and not E/D/U/D at all. Salem ER clinic took images 
of patients chest and found thickening of the bronchi and peribronchial cuffing. They gave 
kenalog injection and albuterol. We took images to find nothing significant to the patients 
breathing issues. Gave patient cerenia to help with vomiting/gagging. Patient is still having 
breathing issues 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

 
Radiographs of the thorax in three imaging planes are provided for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The body condition score is 8/9. 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
 
The pericardial sac contains a moderate to marked amount of fat, accentuating the cardiac 
silhouette in the VD projection. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 
 
The cranial mediastinum is moderately widened by fat.  
 
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
 
The bronchial tree presents with thin walls and tapers uniformly towards the periphery as 
expected. 
 
The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and opacity; the intrapulmonary 
vascular branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 
 
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Obesity 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The main finding is the obesity of the patient, mildly accentuating an unstructured interstitial 
lung pattern. However, negative radiographs do not rule out inflammatory lower airway disease 
completely. Rule out other causes such as emerging upper airway infection or pain for the 
labored breathing as well. 
 
Although  no pathology of the cardiovascular structures are appreciated, a cardiac echo can be 
used to rule out underlying cardiomyopathy. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


