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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Patient had TECA performed on 1/18 on left ear for chronic ear infections & small mass in ear 
canal. Histo came back benign. Pulled drain on 1/22, by 1/27 pinna was necrotic & purulent 
material leaking from incision. On 2/1 had revision procedure & debridement. Took advanced 
imaging to see state of bulla on affected ear. Also wanted to assess right ear canal for possible 
future surgery. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Labs WNL 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE SKULL 

A high resolution plain CT study of the skull is provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The tooth elements 103, 104, 204, 207, 208, 209 and 309 are absent. 

Mild atrophy of the right nasal conchal structures is noted. 

Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone 
surfaces and are considered within normal limits. 

The left external ear canal is absent and the external acoustic porus is markedly widened. The left 
tympanic bulla is filled with soft tissue attenuating material.  

The right external ear canal has a moderate thickened wall and the lumen of the horizontal 
segment of the right external ear canal is obliterated by soft tissue material. The right tympanic 
bulla is partially filled with soft tissue attenuating material.  

The osseous structures of the inner ear bilaterally present without abnormalities. 

The left mandibular lymph nodes are prominent. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• History of right sided total ear canal ablation and lateral bulla osteotomy 

• Right sided chronic otitis externa with obliteration of the horizontal segment of the external ear 

canal 

• Right sided otitis media 

• Lymphadenopathy left mandibular lymph nodes. 

• Evidence of preceding mild destructive rhinitis – at this point there is no evidence of active 

rhinitis. 

• Multiple absent teeth 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

There is marked thickening of the right external ear canal, suggestive for otitis externa – check 
clinically for signs of epithelial mass as further definition is not possible in the plain CT study. 

The material in the left tympanic bulla can present exudate or granulation tissue post-surgery. 
Suspect secondary reactive hyperplasia of the mandibular lymph nodes. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


