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PRESENTING  CLINICAL SIGNS 

The owner reports the leg is still inflamed and immobile, and symptoms are worsening. The owner 
reports a history of arthritis. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE  STIFLE JOINTS 

Radiographs of the left stifle joint in two orthogonal image planes are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The periarticular bones of the left stifle joint present advanced osteophyte new bone formation. The 
periarticular bones of the left stifle joint present multiple irregular shaped and ill-defined radiolucent 
lesion – partially demarcated by ill-defined zone of sclerosis. The left stifle joint presents a significant 
intracapsular soft tissue swelling, effacing the infrapatellar fat pad cranially and distorting the fascial 
plane caudally. Superimposed on the cranial compartment of the left stifle joint, an ovoid shaped mineral 
opaque body is seen.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Significant articular soft tissue swelling left stifle joint 
• Polyostotic aggressive osteolytic lesions 
• Osteoarthrosis left stifle joint 
• Metaplasia joint capsule left stifle joint 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The left stifle joint presents multiple aggressive osteolytic lesions along the periarticular bones, the 
changes are highly concerning for primary articular soft tissue neoplasia – such as myxosarcoma or 
histiocytic sarcoma. The advanced osteolytic changes are unusual for septic arthritis. If not done so yet 
FNA sampling/biopsy of the joint capsule is recommended as advanced diagnostic test. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not 
vis ible in the image/video clips  provided.    

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebast ian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com 
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