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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Comments: - Chronic weight loss - Previous ultrasound with no visible changes - Concern 

over nodular feel on abdominal palpation - Mild changes on lab results -- Elevated liver enzymes - 

No changes on complete blood count Diagnosis Based on the chronic history of Randy's weight loss 

and elevated liver enzymes, there is concern due to the presence of the enlarged lymph nodes. 

These were not noted in the ultrasound scan last year. This could indicate a progression or simply 

the chronicity of his inflammatory bowel disease. There is, however, concern that this could indicate 

a more aggressive condition is present. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: No overt changes noted or reported 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the abdomen is provided for review. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

Regarding the anatomy, electronic imaging markers are flipped: R is indicating the left side of the 

patient and vice versa. 

 

Moderate motion artefacts are present in the cranial abdomen. 

 

The stomach is moderately distended by gas and contains a moderate amount of ingesta and exerts 

an mass effect on the intestinal loops caudally. The pancreas is effaced by the gas distended stomach 

and crowding of the intestinal tract caudally.  

 

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior. There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion or 

peritonitis. 

 

Both kidneys present within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. The tip of the renal 

papilla is mildly hyperintense in the plain CT study. After contrast administration a bilaterally 

symmetric and uniform nephro- and pyelogram is noted.  

 

The adrenal glands are within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. 

 

Both liver and spleen present with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating parenchyma 

and homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 

 

The wall and content of the gastrointestinal tract appear normal. 

 

The bony and surrounding soft tissue structures reveal no abnormalities. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
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• Aerophagia 

• Lean body condition 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The current CT study of the abdomen presents without overt abnormalities, but the reduced volume 

of peritoneal fat. An underlying cause for the weight loss cannot be specified, there is no evidence of 

a mass or parenchymal changes of the liver or spleen. I cannot appreciate overt enlargement of any 

of the abdominal lymph nodes, but overall detail is limited by the motion artefact, and crowding of 

the intestinal tract due to the gas distended stomach and filled urinary bladder. If there was 

lymphadenopathy in the ultrasound examination, recommend ultrasound guided FNA sampling to 

rule out malignancy.  

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
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