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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Lameness from from right thoracic limb. Bulged scapula area. Curved thoracic vertebrae on X-rays. 
No improvement in the last 2 weeks with rest, pain meds, and NSAID. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Ambulatory. Mild lameness from right thoracic limb. No 
obvious pain noted on manipulation of right front. However, soft tissue swelling is noted at the level of 
right scapula. Normal palpation of the other limbs. Normal gait. No motor, proprioceptive, or pain 
sensation deficits. No cranial nerve deficits. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE CERVICAL & THORACIC SPINE AND FRONT LIMBS 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the cervical & thoracic spine and front limbs is 
provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The growth plates are age related visible. 

There is mild right sided scoliosis of the cranial third of the thoracic spine and left sided deviation of the 
cranial rib cage is appreciated. The osseous and soft tissue structures of the cervical and thoracic spine 
present without abnormalities. 

At the cranial aspect of the left supraspinatus muscle, an ovoid shaped, soft tissue attenuating nodule 

is visible, measuring 5 x 3 x 6 mm in size. Both shoulder joints present smooth osseous margins and the 

surrounding soft tissue structures are within normal limits. 

The elbow joints bilaterally have smooth osseous margins, the medial coronoid process of the elbow 
joints is well-defined and the surrounding soft tissue structures are unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Deformity of the cranial part of the rib cage with mild right sided scoliosis of the cranial thoracic  

spine 

• Small soft tissue nodule cranial aspect left supraspinatus muscle 

• Normal cervical and thoracic spine 

• Normal front limbs 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT study presents without abnormalities, explaining the right front limb lameness. No 
abnormalities of the soft tissue structures of the right front limb can be appreciated. 

The small soft tissue nodule at the cranial aspect of the left supraspinatus muscle can present a small 
granuloma or local scar formation. 

The clinical relevance of the deformity of the thoracic cavity is unclear but altered biomechanics may 
predispose for muscle tension.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

  
 


