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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Progressive non-weight bearing lameness left hindlimb, severe swelling around stifle, hx of fight 
with another animal outside ~7 days ago; otherwise healthy 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        N/A 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LEFT STIFLE JOINT 
 
Radiographs of the left stifle joint in two imaging planes are provided for review. Radiographs are 
provided in JPEG file format. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The periarticular bones of the left stifle joint present moderate osteophyte new bone formation. 
There is a moderate intracapsular soft tissue swelling of the left stifle joint, effacing the 
infrapatellar fat pad and displacing the fascial plane caudally. The is moderately subluxated 
cranially. The popliteal sesamoid bone is displaced distally. 
 
The periarticular bones of the right stifle joint present moderate to marked osteophyte new bone 
formation. 
 
The soft tissue shadow of the popliteal lymph nodes is prominent. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Advanced degenerative osteoarthrosis stifle joints bilaterally 
• Articular swelling left stifle joint 
• Cranial subluxation left tibia 
• Lymphadenopathy left popliteal lymph nodes 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study is consistent with bilateral chronic degenerative osteoarthritis with 
concomitant joint effusion of both stifle joints. The cranial subluxation of the left tibia indicates 
failure of the cranial cruciate ligament which might or might not be associated with meniscal 
pathology.  
 
A positive drawer sign or tibial compression test under general anesthesia can be used to confirm 
the diagnosis and surgical would be the preferred treatment option. 
 
Suspect mild reactive hyperplasia of the left popliteal lymph nodes. 
 
TECHNICAL COMMENTS 
 
Human fingers are seen in the primary beam, please consider radiation safety guidelines! 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


