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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Chronic history of intermittent cough, normally noted in the spring. Suspected feline asthma or 
chronic inflammatory airway disease. Acute coughing episode yesterday with multiple coughing 
fits. No production, dry cough. Thoracic X-rays submitted that were taken September 2020 and 
December 2021. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CBC/Chem performed today, no results at this time. No 
abnormal heart or lung sounds noted on exam today. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
A consecutive radiographic study of the thorax in three imaging planes are provided for review. 
Radiographs are dated 9/11/20 and 12/31/21. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax 9/11/20 
 
The body condition score is 7/9. 
 
Multifocal mild spondylosis formation is present along the thoracic spine. 
 
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
 
The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 
 
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
 
Mild increased visibility of the bronchial walls is present. 
 
The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and opacity; the intrapulmonary 
vascular branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 
 
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
Thorax 12/31/21 
 
In the left lateral radiograph, in the region of the costodiaphragmatic angle, a small ill-defined 
zone of ground glass opacification of the lung parenchyma is appreciated, not seen in the previous 
radiographic study. 
 
No additional findings. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild bronchial pattern, stationary 
• No evidence of air-trapping 
• Region of pulmonary consolidation most caudodorsal aspect right caudal lung lobe 
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• Spondylosis deformans 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The stationary bronchial pattern in combination with the clinical signs is most consistent with 
feline bronchial disease ± emerging bacterial or viral superinfection as cause for acute 
exacerbation of the clinical signs. 
 
The focal pulmonary consolidation can present a region of inflammation, dystelectasis, 
granuloma/fibrosis or less likely early stage of neoplastic transformation. Follow up radiographs 
in 8-12 weeks can be used to check if the consolidated region is still visible.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


