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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

patient presented for evaluation of chronic left hind limb lameness. on physical examination, grade IV 
MPL on the left side, severe atrophy on left quadriceps muscle, contraction of quadriceps muscle was 
noted, was not able to extend the left stifle more than 90 degree CT images were done for surgical 
planning of distal femoral osteotomy, MPL correction and degrees of rotation of the left femur right 
stifle chronic CCL tear 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE PELVIS AND STIFLE JOINTS 

A high resolution plain CT study of the pelvis and stifle joints is provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The medial iliac lymph nodes bilaterally are moderately prominent and rounded. 

The osseous and surrounding soft tissue structures of the pelvis are within normal limits. Both 
coxofemoral joints present smooth osseous margins and congruent joint spaces. 

The volume of the musculature of the musculature of the musculature of the hind limbs bilaterally is 
decreased, L>>R. 

The patella of both stifle joints is luxated medially and located at the medial aspect of the medial femoral 
condyle. The patella bilaterally is flattened and presents irregular margins of the subchondral bone. And 
generalized sclerosis. The femoral trochlear groove is shallow to absent. The periarticular bones of both 
stifle joints present moderate osteophyte new bone formation. Both stifle joints present an intracapsular 
soft tissue swelling. No significant axial deviation of the femur bilaterally is appreciated – 7° left femur 
and 2° right femur. The femoral anteversion angle is 19° for the left femur and 23° of the right femur. 
Moderate pronation of the tibia is present – due to medial patellar luxation. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Bilateral medial patellar luxation with likely abrasion of the subchondral bone of the patella 
bilaterally 

• Osteoarthrosis stifle joints bilaterally 
• Likely synovitis and effusion stifle joint bilaterally 
• Disuse atrophy musculature hind limbs bilaterally 
• Lymphadenopathy medial iliac lymph nodes 
• Normal pelvis and coxofemoral joints 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings are fitting the history of bilaterally medial patellar luxation with secondary advanced 
remodeling/abrasion of the patella – the left patella is abnormally flattened, measuring only up to 1.9 
mm in depth. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

