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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Petra presented today for a consult. Reverse sneezing started about 4 months ago. Antibiotics 
did not help. Owner has video. Happens 3-4 times a day. The episodes are getting worse over 
time so that they are more frequent and more severe. She will tend to drool during the events 
now. The episodes may be more frequent in the evening but can occur at other times as well. She 
gulps during the events. Any congestion or snoring at home? She does sometimes sound a little 
wheezy when she is breathing. She sometimes has an increased RR and RE during the events. She 
is able to eat and drink well but she does sound a bit snuffly when she is eating at times. Always 
been a big drinker. She does not seem to be losing weight. Owner is giving methimazole 5mg am 
and 3mg transdermal and 1/4 of tab EOD of Plavix. Owner has tried antihistamines-maybe slight 
improvement. The other cats at home are not showing the same signs. She is currently an indoor 
cat but was an indoor/outdoor cat until about 4 months. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        GA - BAR CV/R - NSR, NM, PSS, mm pk, moist, CRT 1-
2s, eupneic, lungs clear GI/ GU - abd SNP, no masses or FB palpated, interstitially well hydrated 
MSI: amb x 4, BCS 6/9 with full and soft coat and normal muscle mass EENT - No d/c 
OU/AU/nares, normal ocular retropulsion bilaterally , normal facial symmetry Neuro - normal 
mentation, normal neural function PLNs - all palpate normally 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE SKULL 
 
A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the head is provided for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Multiple teeth are absent. Triadan 107 and 409 present resorptive lesions. 
 
In both nasal cavities, a mild to moderate amount of non-contrast enhancing soft tissue material 
is attached to the nasal mucosal lining. 
 
Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone 
surfaces and are considered within normal limits. 
 
Both tympanic bullae are aerated, the mucosal lining is not seen, the bony wall is smooth and thin. 
The external ear canals are within normal limits. 
 
The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry. The brain parenchyma is 
homogeneous and within normal limits for attenuation and distribution of contrast enhancement. 
The ventricular system is non-dilated and symmetric. 
 
The submandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes are small and elongated with a 
normal short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern is 
uniform. 
 
Nodular enlargement of the left thyroid gland is present, measuring 5 mm in diameter. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild rhinitis 
• Nodular enlargement left thyroid gland 
• Dental resorptive lesions 107&409 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The findings are consistent with chronic inflammatory rhinitis. Viral rhinitis ± bacterial 
superinfection or immune mediated rhinitis (e.g. lymphocytic plasmocytic, eosinophilic) are 
considered most likely. 
 
Rhinoscopy for further evaluation with sampling for culture and histopathology can be used as an 
advanced diagnostic test. There is no evidence of biologically aggressive disease or polyp 
formation. 
 
The nodular enlargement of the left thyroid gland is compatible with the history of 
hyperthyroidism – functional thyroid adenoma. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


