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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
stopped eating since couple of days. History of pancreatitis since last year and he's not neutered. 
Possible prostatic mass or enlargement. O says he is peeing normally. Attached is an x-ray report 
from 2020. Please compare the results. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Thorax 

The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 

The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 

 A small amount of soft tissue material is seen in the pleural cavity, the lung lobes are mildly 
retracted from the thoracic wall and pleural fissure lines are visible.  

The heart is of normal size and shape, there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement. The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. 

The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 

The bronchial tree presents with thin walls and tapers uniformly towards the periphery as 
expected. 

The lung parenchyma presents with the expected architecture and generalized mild ground glass 
opacification. 

The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 

Abdomen 

The serosal peritoneal detail and retroperitoneal detail are moderately decreased and the 
(retro)peritoneal fat presents moderate fat-stranding, effacing the borders of the abdominal 
organs. 

The intervertebral disc space T13/L1 is collapsed. 

In the right caudal retroperitoneal space, level with L5 to S3,  an ill-defined, soft tissue opaque 
mass is appreciated, measuring  approximately 10 x 7 cm in size. The associated L7, sacrum and 
the right iliac wing present with advanced moth eaten osteolytic lesions. The colon is deviated 
ventrally and the small intestinal loops cranially by the mass effect. 

The hepatic volume is moderately increased and the caudoventral margins are protruding 
caudally beyond the costal arch and appear rounded. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Caudal sublumbar soft tissue mass with polyostotic aggressive osteolytic lesions of L7, sacrum 
and the right iliac wing 

• Peritoneal and retroperitoneal effusion 
• Pleural effusion 
• Hepatomegaly 
• Chronic discopathy T13/L1 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings are consistent with a primary retroperitoneal soft tissue neoplasm and secondary 
aggressive lytic lesions of the associated osseous structures with potential invasion of the 
vertebral canal. Sarcoma is considered as the top differential. FNA sampling of the mass can be 
used as advanced diagnostic tool. Given the osseous changes, treatment options are limited to 
palliative management of the patient. 

The bicavitary effusion are considered paraneoplastic. No macroscopic pulmonary metastasis are 
appreciated. 

Potentials for the hepatomegaly include metabolic hepatic disease/steroid induced hepatopathy, 

hepatitis or neoplastic infiltration. Ultrasound including FNA sampling can be used as minimally 
advanced diagnostic tests. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


