
 

 

PATIENT 

Lacy Michael 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Lab Ret 

SEX 

Female Spayed 

AGE 

2 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

 
Sebastian Schaub, DVM 
Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI           

 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Russ LaPierre 

REFERRING VET 

Hazel Holman 

  INVOICE 

48905 

DATE 

11-27-21 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Labored respiration past 4 days. Breathing hard. Active. Eating. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Temp 103.3 Harsh lungs genralized. Hyperventilates. 
Abdominal breathing. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Radiographs of the thorax in two orthogonal imaging planes are provided for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
 
There is a mild to moderate amount of soft tissue opaque material visible in the pleural cavity.  
The lung lobes are retracted from the thoracic wall and  pleural fissure lines are visible.  
 
The cardiac silhouette is effaced by the pleural soft tissue material.. The pulmonary vasculature is 
within normal limits. 
 
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course. The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
 
The lung parenchyma presents the expected architecture and increased radiopacity due to the 
pleural effusion; the intrapulmonary vascular branching is seen up to the third order lung vessels. 
 
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
A mineral opaque irregular roundish foreign body is visible in the pyloric region of the stomach.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Moderate pleural effusion 
• Gastric foreign body - stone 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
There is moderate pleural effusion, explaining the presenting clinical signs of labored breathing. 
Potentials include transudate or exudate. Tapping the pleural effusion and complete fluid analysis 
as well as complete blood work are mandatory for further workup as an underlying cause for the 
pleural effusion is not appreciated in the radiographic study. Based on the findings of the 
advanced diagnostic tests, advanced  imaging like CT study of the thorax or cardiac echo might be 
beneficial. 
 
Removal of the gastric foreign body is recommended, although it is considered an incidental 
finding at this point. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 
 

 


