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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Presenting Complaint: Estrella presents for non-weight bearing lameness on the left front leg. Patient 
History: - Presented on 10-08-2025 for coughing for approximately one week. - Radiographs 
performed at another clinic were reportedly unremarkable. - Treated with Onsior and famotidine for 
three days with persistent coughing. - Presented for non-weight bearing lameness on the left front leg. 
- 3 mL of serosanguineous fluid was aspirated from the left elbow. - Treated with penicillin 5 mg tablet 
PO q24h and famotidine 20 mg tablet, 1/4 tablet PO q12h, 30 minutes before medication. - 
Consultation with Dr. Dominguez, orthopedist, was recommended. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY OF THE FRONT LIMBS 

A high resolution pre- and post-contrast CT study of the front limbs is provided for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Both shoulder joints present smooth margins of the periarticular bones and the surrounding soft tissue 
structures are within normal limits. 

The left axillary lymph node is moderately enlarged, rounded, uniform soft tissue attenuating and 
contrast enhancing. 

Both elbow joints present smooth margins of the periarticular bones. Post contrast administration the 
left elbow joint presents a thickened joint capsule with increased contrast uptake. The osseous and 
surrounding soft tissue structures of the right elbow joint reveal no abnormalities. 

Along the caudal aspect of the flexor muscles of the left a diffuse soft tissue swelling is seen – extending 
distally up to the level of the carpus. Post contrast administration, the soft tissue swelling along the 
caudal aspect of the left antebrachium presents a multicameral appearance with strong peripheral 
contrast uptake and diffuse contrast uptake along the fascial planes of the flexor muscles. 

The osseous structures of both carpal joints reveal no abnormalities. 

The front paws are unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Thick walled multicameral swelling along caudal aspect of the left antebrachium 
• Synovitis left elbow joint  
• Lymphadenopathy left axillary lymph node 
• Normal shoulder joints 
• Normal right elbow joint 
• Normal carpus and front paw 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings are highly concerning for fascial space abscess along the flexor muscles ± septic arthritis of 
the left antebrachium and secondary reactive lymphoid hyperplasia of the regional axillary lymph node. 
Surgical management to drain the cavitary lesions is considered as the therapy of choice. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

