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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: P presented for second opinion on reported CCL tear that occurred approximately 2 months 

ago. Radiographs had never been performed previously and O would like these performed now. 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Positive Cranial Drawer sign on right hindlimb Toe-Touching 

lameness on right hindlimb Pain on palpation (with sedation) on left hindlimb Significantly elevated 

ALP (ALT/GGT WNL) reported in July 2021 (recheck lab work pending) 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE STIFLE JOINTS 

 

Radiographs of both stifle joints in two imaging planes are provided for review. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 

The volume of the right thigh musculature is moderately decreased. 

 

The periarticular bones of the right stifle joint present moderate osteophyte new bone formation and 

a mild to moderate intracapsular soft tissue swelling is present displacing the infrapatellar fat pad 

cranially and the fascial plane caudally. Moderate cranial subluxation of the right tibia is present. 

 

The radiograph of the left stifle joint is moderately rotated, there appears to be mild intracapsular 

soft tissue swelling and mild osteophyte new bone formation of the periarticular bones. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Moderate degenerative osteoarthrosis right stifle joint 

• Moderate articular swelling right stifle joint 

• Cranial subluxation right tibia 

• Disuse atrophy right thigh musculature 

• Suspect mild degenerative osteoarthrosis left stifle joint ± articular swelling 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The radiographic study is consistent with right sided chronic degenerative osteoarthritis with 

concomitant joint effusion of the stifle joint due to failure of the cranial cruciate ligament ± 

meniscal disease.  

 

A positive drawer sign or tibial compression test under general anesthesia can be used to confirm 

the diagnosis and surgical intervention – a correction osteotomy technique would be ideal – would 

be the beneficial. 

 

Due to the rotation, evaluation of the left stifle joint is limited, but there are appears to be early 

stage of degenerative joint disease – correlate with clinical signs. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Sebastian Schaub, Sebastian Schaub, DVM, Dr. med. vet. DipECVDI  
sebast.schaub@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


